3. NATURAL RESOURCES

NATURAL

RESOURCES

lesources that are drawn from nature are called the natural resources. The air
breathe, the water in our rivers, the soils, minerals all are called the natural

)urces.
1 ancient times, man did not know how to use the different gifts of nature.
ly, he learnt to convert them into useful resources. For example, Solar energy,
r falls are gifts of nature. The force of falling water is used to generate
ricity. Therefore, waterfalls have become a.valuable resource.

assification: Natural resources are classified into different groups based on
origin. Resources can be biotic and abiotic. h
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COR eV AtionE Davelopad and T conmtios e natiral pesanies much noee
(hatt e and \N\\M\I\s\/wl\\p\«\! O e ot overae and imbaime ol natural
IS G SO ey ioniment. Tor example, cutting of forest and troes has
cndanuerad many plants and antimals, SO e e are alteady extinel

WEQEOWEROF popitation and misiise of tesoni es are nol checked, many specios
wouldbe threatened and may sufrer extinetion, The need of the hour i o

(1) Usethe natual reson s e fondy,
\,‘\ fap the Inexhaustible sOUrces of enetgy ot different uses, like nolar enoray,
Dhiogas et
(3) Preserve the exhaustible rosouces,
We must encourage afforestation. We must also learn to wisely use and conserve

(‘ "
Y

AMAZING FACT

* Forests are renewable resource,
India has 752.3 lakh hectares of
area notified as forests.

e

Glossary @A

Resource - Materials that fulfill human needs.
 Fossil fuel - Substances that produce energy such as coal, |

.

Quick Glance

.+ Resources that are drawn from Nature are called natural

i Resources.

.+ Natural resources can be classified into biotic and abiotic resources.

. % All biotic resources are renewable and hence inexhaustible. |

« Solarenergy is called the resource of the future.

< Overuse and misuse of resources can spoil our environment.

% We must learn to wisely use and conserve natural resources so that we have a safe
future on the Earth.
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LalEm s Iy name 4

1 L am a valuable reouree

. L am called the resournee of the future.

U Lama tenewable resource

A lamaresource thatoan he used dired tly.

i Multiple Cholce Questions
(C) Valuab|c

‘ “‘l\t‘l "”-l“"ll". .""
(b) n(m-wnownblc

(a) renewable
\ sred
endangeres (c) both a &b

2 Cutting of rorest and trees has
(b) animals

() plants
- /. mes .
__progran (c) consernation

1. We must encourage
(a) deforestation (b) afforestation

C. Fillin the blanks !
2 . - - -y i - /‘
[, The force of falling watet is used to 90"crate
» Resources drawn from nature are ;alled,/'

3. We muslt ~ valuable resources.

4. Land, waterand airare__ M_Wﬂ__ﬂresources.
D, Answer the following questions :
an by natural resources?

{. Whatdoyoume
oticand abioticres

2. Whatis the difference between bi
e resources? Givean example.

ources?

3. Whnturcincxhaustibl

4. How canwe saveour environment?

5. Whyis solarenergy called the ‘resource of the future’?

:\ALI’I’:V__—'_'_CH,EGK List the petroleum products we use.

pPetroleum Products
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4. VARIOUS LANDFORMS

Grassland

Agriculture

You have already read that the Earth's
surface is covered by land and water bodies
and 71 percent of the Earth’s surface is water.
Various landforms are found on the Earth
because the surface of the Earth is not uniform
everywhere. Some parts are raised while some
are flat. This variation in the landforms is called
relief. Landform on the Earth includes plains,
plateaus, deserts, mountains and river valleys.

PLAINS

‘Flat and low-lying land surfaces are called

plains. Plains are also called lowlands. The
plains have neither highest nor lowest points
because of their flatness. However, the plains
may be slightly sloppy.

Rivers have played an important role in the
formation of most of the plains of the world.
Rivers bring sand and silt from highlands to
low-lying lands. When these rivers slow down,
the sand and silt remain deposited.and plains
are formed.

Plains are usually thickly populated. It is
always easier to construct roads, railway
tracks, aerodromes, industries, canals, on the
plains. Most big cities and towns are,
therefore, found on the plains. The plains in
the river valleys are very fertile and thus
suitable for agriculture. Most ancient
civilizations came up in the plains of river
valleys. '
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PLATEAUS
Highlands with flat tops are called plateaus or
have steep

tableland. The sides of plateaus
slopes as the plateaus rises abruptly from the
surrounding areas. More often, rivers or

streams cut the surfaces of plateaus.
part

All the continents have plateaus. Large
America iS

of Australia, Asia, Africa and North

covered by plateaus. Some plateaus like the  Lpof0
Deccan Plateau are very large in view of their
area coverage. Plateaus are rich in mineral
deposits. So, mining is an imPO"ta”t
‘occupation in the plateau regions: Grasslands
in the plateaus are mostly used for cattle and

sheep rearing.

Most plateaus are found in dry regions
having cold climate. The plateau of Tibet is the
highest plateau in the world. It is known as the

“Roof of the World".

DESERTS
ich support
as whi b d. Hot deserts have it
Or

e either hot OF col )
high spee€ winds a
nd dugy

hts. More often:
rts. Cold deserts are at high
g

t dese
fall, there s almost no Vegetati,
I

Gghara Desert

Deserts are large sandy are

little or no vegetation. Deserts may b

no rainfall, and hot days and cold nig

storms occur and sand dunes are formed in ho
d snow

altitude. Due to a very low temperature an
Western sides of the continents hBVing arg
|

in these deserts.
Deserts are mostly located on the _

t hot desert in the WO Id is the Sahara deser;

In

and semi-arid climate. The larges
sertis Antarctica.

Africa and the largest cold de
MOUNTAINS

ce of the Earth are called mountains, The,

bove the sea level having steep slopg

The highest landforms on the surfa
ding upon their age. The old

landforms are more than 900 metres a

tl:ountains have different shapes and heights depen
ey are, the shc:rter they are. Very high mountains have conical peaks while loy
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mountains have rounded peaks. The Aravallis
are the old mountains and the Himalayas are the
young mountains. So, the Aravallis are low
mountains with rounded peaks while Himalayas
are high having conical peaks. When several
mountains join tégether, they form a chain or
range like the Rockies in North America. Some
mountains have a series of parallel ranges that

extend hundreds of kilometers eg the
Himalayas.

Mountainous regions are thinly populated
because there are very few flat lands. Moreover,
these regions are not suitable for large-scale
. agriculture due to thin soil cover and climate
. conditions. Besides, there is difficulty in
transportation in these regions. However,
. mountains help cool the water vapour in the air
o~ thatbrings rain.

Mountains also stand as a barrier against hot
.. and cold winds. The cool climate of mountains
. attracts tourists in the summer. Mountainous

© regions are the store house of minerals.
Mountain rocks are widely used as building
materials. Mountains cover 24% of the land area
on the Earth. The river coming from the mountains provide water for'irrigation.
RIVER VALLEYS

The valleys carved out by the rivers and streams are called river valleys. When it
rains, some water seeps through the ground and gets deposited underground. The
underground water in higher areas flows towards lower areas sometimes in the
form of streams. When many stream join together, a river is formed.

Most rivers originate in the mountains. At the place of origin, the speed of the
rivers is very high and so a deep valley is cut and canyons, water falls and rapids are

formed. This is the first stage of the river. This stage is called the upper or the young
course. At this stage, the river carries less water.

River Valleys
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Glossary §>

Dune - Ahill or ridge made of sand.
Canyon -Deep valley with very steep sides. ocks
Rapids - Part of a river where water flows very fast OVer :

Quick Gléﬁ'cgg

< 71percentofthe Earth iswater. il
< Earth's surface is not uniform everywhere. SO various landfor
the Earth.

% Variation in landforms is called relief.
& Plains are flat and low-lying land surfaces on the Earth.

2 Plateaus or tablelands are highlands with flattops.
ion.

< Deserts are land areas which support little orno vegetat
2 Deserts are mostly located on the Western sides of the continents having arid or sem
: N3

are found on

climate.
% Rivervalleys are valleys carved out by rivers or streams.
< Mountains are the highest landforms on the surface of the Earth. These landform,

S &

more than 900 metres above the sea level having steep slopes.
“ Mountainous regions are thinly populated because of lack of flat lands.
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| A, BRAIN GAME
Guess my name?
1. Iamﬂatandnon-llvlng.
2. Thavelittleorno vegetation.
3. Istand asa barrier against hot and cold winds.

4. Iamavalley carved out by rivers.
B. Multiple Choice Questions:

1. Plainsarealso called

(a) Highlands (b) Lowlands (c) Tabeland
2. The Sahara desert s located in
(a) Australia (b) Antarctic (C) Africa

3. _____ arerichinmineral deposits. .
(a) Plateaus (b) Plains (c) Mountains
C. Fillin the blanks : '

1. The highestland forms of the earth are called

2. The plateaus of Tibet is the plateaus in the world.
3. Desertare mostly located on the sides of the continents.

D.  Answerthe following questigns :
1. “What s relief?
2. How do rivers play an important role in the formation of plains?
3. Why are the plains thickly populated?
4. Whatis "Roof of the World? Why is it called so?

5. Why are the mountainous regions thinly populated?

S .“"—'-L ""V;""".; Y, g : ' ‘ ' ir pictures
. o [ e ¢ he names of various landforms. Collect their pic
25\41—135:)(__6;,5 2K write t ‘ _ .
— and paste them in your copy.
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